
the 
news 

c
o
l
u
m
n
s
 

of 
every 

national 
and 

provincial 
n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
 

and 
m
a
n
y
 

of 
the 

journals 
m
a
k
e
 

s
o
m
e
 

aspect 
of 

the 
conference 

the 
subject 

of 
elitorial 

comment. 
One 

of 
these 

Editorials 

referring 
to 

the 
1956 

meeting 
was 

of 
such 

outstanding 
quality 

that 
we 

think 
it 

worth 
while 

passing 
on 

to 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
.
 

It 
appeared 

in 
the 

N
e
w
s
 

Chronicle 
under 

the 
heading 

* 
S
E
C
R
E
T
 

S
C
I
E
N
C
E
 

” 

* 
The 

British 
Association 

meets 
for 

one 
week, 

from 
W
e
d
n
e
s
-
 

day 
to 

W
e
d
n
e
s
d
a
y
,
 

because 
w
h
e
n
 

it 
was 

started 
125 

years 
ago 

its 
founders, 

mainly 
theologians 

from 
O
x
f
o
r
d
 

and 
C
a
m
b
r
i
d
g
e
,
 

refused 
to 

c
o
n
t
e
m
p
l
a
t
e
 

more 
than 

one 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 

away 
from 

the 

pulpit. 
This 

is 
the 

kind 
of 

a
n
a
c
h
r
o
n
i
s
m
 

that 
the 

Association 

has 
accepted 

to 
the 

present 
day. 

* 
U
n
f
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
 

it 
has 

not 
been 

a 
solitary 

anachronism. 
In 

the 
nineteenth 

century 
the 

only 
platform 

for 
the 

spreading 
of 

scientific 
k
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e
 

was 
the 

lecture 
hall, 

and 
the 

Association 

has 
tended 

to 
behave 

as 
if 

nothing 
had 

changed. 
Too 

little 

attempt 
has 

been 
m
a
d
e
 

to 
guide 

public 
judgment, 

through 
film, 

radio 
and 

television, 
or 

to 
explain 

in 
simple 

terms 
what 

science 

has 
been 

up 
to. 

“Yet 
the 

Association’s 
founders 

realised 
that 

one 
of 

the 

greatest 
obstacles 

to 
the 

a
d
v
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t
 

of 
science 

was 
public 

ignorance 
of 

it. 
; 

* 
Equally 

mistaken 
has 

been 
the 

Association’s 
tradition 

by 

which 
chemists 

listen 
to 

chemists, 
and 

physicists 
to 

physicists, 

at 
a 

time 
w
h
e
n
 

the 
y
o
u
n
g
 

expert 
is 

often 
better 

briefed 
than 

the 
lecturer. 

Active, 
creative 

scientists 
have 

understandably 

stayed 
a
w
a
y
 
from 

such 
u
n
r
e
w
a
r
d
i
n
g
 

hours. 

“
T
h
e
 

result 
of 

all 
this 

isolationism 
carries 

genuine 
dangers 

for 
m
a
n
k
i
n
d
.
 

The 
atomic 

physicist 
k
n
o
w
s
 

h
o
w
 

to 
produce 

chain 
reaction 

without 
k
n
o
w
i
n
g
 

its 
biological 

consequences. 

“ 
W
o
r
s
e
 

still, 
the 

scientists 
produce 

an 
H
-
b
o
m
b
 

with 
which 

the 
statesmen, 

lacking 
full 

awareness 
of 

the 
implications, 

take 
calculated 

risks 
affecting 

millions 
of 

h
u
m
a
n
 

lives. 

“It 
was 

thus 
high 

time 
that 

the 
British 

Association 
climbed 

out 
of 

its 
crinoline, 

and 
good 

news 
that 

it 
s
h
o
w
e
d
 

every 
sign, 

last 
night, 

of 
doing 

so. 

“ 
The 

task 
of 

the 
modern 

scientist 
is 

two-fold. 
He 

must 
rid 

himself 
of 

the 
watertight 

c
o
m
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
s
 

that 
n
o
w
 

bedevil 
his 

profession 
: 

and 
he 

must 
use 

m
o
d
e
r
n
 

m
e
t
h
o
d
s
 

to 
inform 

the 

public 
both 

of 
the 

progress 
he 

is 
m
a
k
i
n
g
 

and 
precisely 

what 

it 
means.” 

Missing 
Anything 

? 
The 

stock 
of 

back 
numbers 

of 
S
F
B
C
 

editions 
is 

getting 
smaller. 

Last 
and 

First 
Men 

and 
The 

Martian 
Chronicles 

have 
all 

gone 
and 

other 
titles 

are 
gradually 

going 
out 

of 
stock. 

H
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

small 
quantities 

of 
19 

titles 
are 

still 
available 

and 
we 

seriously 

r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
 

you 
to 

study 
that 

list 
below. 

If 
there 

are 
any 

you 

n
e
e
d
—
o
r
 

would 
like 

to 
give 

as 
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
s
—
h
u
r
r
y
.
 

(All 
orders, 

with 
remittances, 

should 
be 

sent 
to 

SFBC, 
D
u
n
h
a
m
s
 

Lane, 
Letchworth, 

Herts). 

Title 
Author 

Price 

E
a
r
t
H
 

ABIDES 
» 

. 
. 

. 
. 

G
e
o
r
g
e
 

R. 
Stewart 

. 
 6/- 

T
o
m
o
r
r
o
w
 

S
O
M
E
T
I
M
E
S
 

C
o
m
e
s
 

. 
F
.
G
.
 
R
a
y
e
r
.
.
.
 

6/— 

M
i
n
i
m
u
m
 
M
a
n
.
.
.
)
 

. 
S.)S 

A
n
d
r
e
w
 

Marvell. 
. 

 6/- 

No 
Prace 

Like 
EartH 

. 
. 

. 
John 

Carnell 
(Ed.) 

. 
 6/— 

I, 
R
o
p
o
r
 

. 
. 

. 
. 

. 
. 

. 
«Isaac 

A
s
i
m
o
v
 

. 
. 

6/- 

THE 
V
O
Y
A
G
E
 

OF 
THE 

S
P
A
C
E
 

B
E
A
G
L
E
.
 

. 
. 

. 
. 

. 
. 

A
E
.
 

Van 
V
o
g
t
.
 

. 
6/- 

P
L
A
Y
E
R
 

PIANO. 
=
.
.
.
)
 

. 
). 

~Kurt 
V
o
n
n
e
g
u
t
.
 

.) 
6/- 

O
p
p
 

J
o
H
N
.
 

. 
. 

). 
) 

.) 
.) 

)S 
OOlaf 

Stapledon 
2
.
 

6/- 

THE 
D
E
M
O
L
I
S
H
E
D
 

M
A
N
 

. 
. 

. 
Alfred 

Bester. 
. 

. 
 6/- 

G
R
E
A
T
 

STORIES 
OF 

S
C
I
E
N
C
E
 

FictloN 
. 

. 
. 

. 
. 

. 
Murray 

Leinster 
(Ed.) 

 6/- 
THE 

K
R
A
K
E
N
 

W
a
k
e
s
.
 

. 
. 

. 
John 

W
y
n
d
h
a
m
.
 

. 
4
/
6


